Multifaceted approach to medication use policy development: the restriction of meperidine.
As institutions continue to expand their drug policy development efforts in order to improve care and reduce cost, the use of multifaceted approaches offer several benefits. Population data on drug use support the need for policy action. The use of institutional outcomes data in conjunction with published evidence augments the process, and the consensus approach to guideline development engenders medical staff support. Such efforts, however, require significant dedication of human resources. Institutions with limited personnel to allocate to drug policy activities may consider increasing the depth of their efforts (using a multifaceted approach) while limiting the breadth of their efforts (only attempting one or two major targets per year, and doing them well).